Linschoten, Laval^ Valle

the Portuguese in Ormuz. An attempt, how-
ever, from Lar was more successful, and the
traveller reached Surat in February, 1623.

On reaching Surat Pietro della Valle imme-
diately came in contact with Mogul rule. At the
hands of subsequent travellers the Surat " Cus-
tomers " (so they termed the Custom House
officials) often receive severe criticism; but
della Valle does not seem, to have suffered more
than the usual inconvenience familiar to all who
have ever passed from one country to another*
His account of his experiences would not read
very strangely if written in connection with
many a modern " douane." " Near the place/'
he says, "where the boats land stands the
Dogana, or Custom House, and it took us some
time to dispatch there, because they observe
narrowly all goods that are brought in,... nor
will they suffer strangers to enter till they be
first known, and have licence, as 'tis also prac-
ticed in Venice. In all this they proceed with so
great wariness and good order, that it being
known that I conducted with me the Signora
Mariuccia, altho5 a girl very young, the Capo or
President of the Dogana required likewise to be
informed of her quality/'*

Pietro della Valle remarks the presence of the
Dutch in Surat, and dilates on the absolute free-
dom of religion extended to all in Guzerat,

* From the HaL Soc, Translation and Edition of Pietro ddk Voile's
Throb,
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